
As we usher in a New 

Year and reflect upon ac-

complishments of the past 

it is important not to lose 

sight of 

the struggles and challeng-

es ahead.   

As our Mission Statement 

Proclaims òThe BWCIL is 

a consumer driven organi-

zation that advocates, in-

forms and supports all 

people with disabilities to 

live independentlyó we 

must renew our commit-

ment to realizing this goal.   

This is not a goal that is 

ever truly met, it is a con-

stant mission that is won 

battle by battle and day by 

day.  

With continued support 

from our community, staff, 

consumers, members and 

board 2012 can truly be 

another successful year.    

The Holidays have come 

and gone here at the 

BWCIL and although a 

new year marks a new 

beginning, our mission as 

always remains the same.  

In the past year we have 

seen many successes de-

spite mounting challenges.  

Over the course of the 

past year the BWCIL has 

undergone    a number of 

changes,         improve-

ments and growth.   

We saw the ever popular 

Kick Ball Tournament 

change venues and in-

crease participation nearly 

50%. Our GED program 

held its largest  

graduation ceremony ever     

in a standing room only    

ceremony.  We said good-

bye to founding member 

and longtime board mem-

ber George òSandyó Duffy, 

as he stepped down from 

his position of board presi-

dent and turned over the 

reigns to a qualified board 

with some new faces and 

long time supporters alike.   

Our annual Dinner Auc-

tion raised more money 

than ever to offset costs 

incurred in the service to 

people with disabilities, we 

held our first ever Big 

Screen TV and Ipad Raffle 

to much success and the 

Disability Services Fund 

was started with the St. 

Clair County Community 

Foundation. 

While these are all worthy 

accomplishments, it does 

not do justice to the con-

sumers whom over the 

past year have faced un-

speakable hardships and 

prevailed on their quest 

for independent living. 

BWCIL Reflects on Another Year of  Service  

New Board Members Elected  
Prior to the Annual Din-

ner, the BWCIL held itõs 

yearly Board Member 

elections.  Two new faces 

joined the ranks, namely 

Christine Curley and 

Starla Hovey.  Christine is 

a retired counselor from 

Michigan Rehabilitation 

Services and has a Mas-

ters in Counseling.  Starla 

has a B.S.W. and works 

under contract with MI 

Works! at the Profession-

al Counseling Center.  We 

are very pleased to have 

these qualified and dedicated 

professionals join our board.   

The Board also elected new 

officials at their November 

15th meeting.  Taking over 

as President is Karen Masar-

ro-Mundt, an advocate for 

the ARC of St. Clair County.  

Chuck Wanninger was elect-

ed Vice-President.  Chuck is 

a freelance writer and editor, 

now retired after over 40 

years in the newspaper in-

dustry.  Christine Curley 

was chosen to serve as 

Treasurer and Ellen Hoover 

as Secretary.   

We owe a big debt of grati-

tude and respect to all of 

our board members that 

serve the BWCIL and we 

look forward to moving 

forward under their leader-

ship in the coming year.  
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Prior to moving to our new 

location, every Wednesday 

afternoon was a greatly 

anticipated time at the 

BWCIL.  A trove of con-

sumers would come togeth-

er to take part in an experi-

ence that not only taught 

important independent liv-

ing skills but also offered 

the chance for peer support 

and wonderful conversation.   

This event was and is 

known as òcooking classó.   

To much dismay the class 

had been put on the òback-

burneró so to speak as we 

remodeled part of our con-

ference room to house a 

new state of the art kitchen 

center.   But starting Janu-

ary 17th at 2:00 p.m. the 

burners will be glowing 

once again.   

This inclusive class will meet 

every Tuesday and we ex-

pect it to become a popular 

and informative event for 

many years to come once 

again.   

No matter if you are a first 

time attendee or a seasoned 

cooking class veteran all are 

welcome at the BWCIL.  

The only requirement is 

that you are willing to learn 

and help-out preparing the 

deliciousness to be shared! 

For more information 

please contact Terry    

Nichols at (810) 987-9337 

or                                

terrynichols@bwcil.org. 

See you all on Tuesday! 

Cooking Class is Back in a Big Way  
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Over the past year the BWCIL has had the opportunity to 

serve people throughout the Thumb above and beyond what 

was expected.  By securing Emergency Solutions Grants and 

Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Funds the 

BWCIL has been able to keep people in their homes and keep 

their utilities on. 

 

Since the beginning of 2011 the BWCIL has served nearly 80 

households through a combination of these programs. 

Some numbers of interest include; 30 households were assist-

ed with getting into a new unit, 30 households were assisted 

with rental arrearages, 6 were assisted with utility shut-off 

notices, and 10 were helped with both an arrearage and a 

subsidy for the next month.  These numbers, while impressive 

are only a snapshot of the people this program has aided in 

the past year. 

 

It is programs like this that make the BWCIL the Thumbõs #1 

Resource for people with disabilities.   

Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) / Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing (HPRP)  
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Get In the Game With Team Access  

Team Access is a diverse group brought together with a single vision, accessibility for all.  Maybe you or 

someone you know has suffered injustice as a result of inaccessibility or maybe you just want to find out 

what Team Access is all about.  No matter your reasons, we invite you to join the Team at our next meet-

ing, January 27th, 2012 at 10 a.m. Meetings are held in the BWCIL conference room and are available by 

teleconference.  Feel free to contact Scott Shine at (810) 987-9337 or scottshine@bwcil.org for more info. 
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