
The BWCIL is proud to be 
the only out-of-school WIA 

program in the area to offer a 

graduation ceremony to and 

its success is a        
testament to its       

importance to our     

participants.   

We would like to thank 

all of those in atten-

dance for making it such 
a special occasion for 

our youth.  And most 

of all congratulations to 
our youth and we wish them 

all continued success!!  

For more information on the 
Y.O.U. program please con-

tact Christina Demeere at 

(810) 987-9337 ext. 140

   

In February the Blue Water 
Center for Independent   

Living’s, Youth Opportunities 

Unlimited Program         

Celebrated its 2nd 
annual GED com-

mencement Cere-

mony.  

The Ceremony 

took place in the 

Donald Dodge 
Auditorium, housed 

in the St. Clair 

County Building.

The BWCIL was lucky 

enough to secure 2 great 

keynote speakers for this 
event; the Honorable John 

Espinoza a Michigan State 

House Representative for the 
83rd district, 

and St. Clair County Commu-
nity College Professor James 

Berry.                       

There was a total of 14 

graduates eligible to partici-

pate in this years ceremony, 

which was very well attended 

by family and friends.  Much 
of the beginning of the night 

was spent rearranging chairs 

in order to accommodate the 

above capacity crowd.     

The BWCIL YOU Program Graduation

Nursing Home Transition Success
In early 2003 Father Kenneth 
Lasky was admitted to the 

hospital due to swelling in the 

legs.  As a result of complica-

tions Father Lasky remained 
in that hospital for 2 weeks.  

In that time he lost his resi-

dence, belongings and any-

thing of value as a result of 
that stay.  With no other 

options Father Lasky ended 
up living in a nursing home 

despite his desire and ability 

to live independently, a situa-

tion all too common in our 
community.  These situations 

have paved the way for 

BWCIL’s nursing home tran-

sition program.  In March of 
this year, after over 7 years, 

the program successfully tran-
sitioned Father Lasky into his 

own residence. Complete 

with furniture and the neces-

sary supplies.  

If you or someone you know 

could use this service contact 
Valorie Hudgens at (810)987-

9337 ext. 145
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Monday July 26th marks the 20th 
anniversary of the Americans With 

Disabilities Act adoption as a feder-

ally mandated policy.  The 

ADA gives civil rights pro-
tection to individuals with a 

disabilities similar to those 

provided to individuals on  

the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age and relig-

ion.  

The 5 titles of the ADA, or 

areas covered mandate that 

people with disabilities have equal 
opportunity under the following; 

 Employment,

 State and Local Government 

Services 

 Public Accommodations & 

Transportation 

 Telecommunications 

 Miscellaneous provisions.  

These titles worked to produce 
the 5 “Life Changers” of the 

ADA, which include; 

1. More Diverse Opportunities 
for Employment

2 .Accessible Voting, Recreation, 

Public Transportation & Health 
Care

3. Universal Design & Accommo-
dations

4.  Video Relay Services, Non-

Voice Devices & Close Caption-
ing

5. Greater Changes in Access 
to Communities. 

                                               

A Celebration is scheduled on 
the State Capitol lawn Monday 

July 26th from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m. hosted by the 

Capital Area Center 
for Independent Liv-

ing and the Michigan 

Commission on Dis-

ability Concerns.

The event will consist 

of a parade around 
capitol grounds, pub-

lic speakers, food & 

beverages, entertainment and 
more.

For more information about the 

celebration, contact Cherly 

Mattson, MCDC (DELEG), at 
(517) 335-7837 or 

mattsonc@michigan.gov.

If your agency would like to 
participate booths are available 

for $25 and interested parties 

should contact Kellie Blackwell 
(CACIL) at (517) 999-7524.

Join us in Celebrating 20 Years of  ADA
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The 24th Annual Dome Reunion a Success

If you stood on Mcmor-

ran Boulevard the eve-
ning of July 10th it may 

have seemed like any 

other night in 2010, but 

just inside things were 
nothing short of a Marty 

McFly moment from 

Back to the Future.  

There was no mistaking, 

you were stepping back 
in time as the entrance 

strewn with streamers 

welcomed you to gaze 
upon over 1,000 balloons 

and a stage that would 

make Woodstock proud.

Nearly 1200 people 

stepped into the time 
warp once again for the 

24th Annual Dome Reun-

ion at McMorran Place in 
downtown Port Huron.  

The annual event ,which 

benefits the BWCIL, is an 

homage to the hay day of 
Port Huron’s long gone 

but not forgotten only 

teenage dance hall, the 
Dome.  The original hall 

burnt to the ground in 

1979 but that doesn't 
stop those who remem-

ber it  and newcomers 

alike from reliving a spe-

cial time.  

Those in attendance 
were serenaded by the 

sounds of the era played 

by local legends; The 

Case, The Dynasty, Lib-
erty and The Words.  As 

hundreds filled the dance 

floor and for a moment 
were taken back to what 

some call the “golden age 

of rock”.  

The BWCIL would like 

to give a big thanks to all 
of those who helped to 

make this event possible.  

Dozens of volunteers 
spend countless hours all 

year long to carry on the 

Dome’s legacy and to 

support the BWCIL.  

So once again thanks to 
everyone and we look 

forward to seeing you 

next year!!!



Wright & Fillipis Golf  Benefit
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Youth Leadership Training

The Twenty-Sixth Annual Gene Filippis 

Memorial Golf Benefit took place on 

Monday, June 7th at 
the Great Oaks 

Country Club in 

Rochester, Michigan.  

Beneficiaries included 

The Fillippis Founda-
tion, Athletes with 

Disabilities Network, 

American Disability 

Installations, Area 

Agency on Aging of 
Northwest Michigan, 

Paws with a Cause, 

The First Tree of Detroit and The Blue 

Water Center for Independent Living.  

Eugene (Gene) Filippis, C.P.O. was a 

man of vision devoted to his family, 

dedicated to his profession, and extremely 

loyal to his employees.  The oldest son of 

Tony Sr. and brother to Nancy (Hakala) 

and A.J., Gene became President and 

C.E.O. of Wright & Filippis in 1981.

A member of the American Academy of 

Orthotists and Prosthetists since 1972.  

Gene also directed the Rehabilita-

tion Research Center (now the 

Filippis Founda-
tion) which was 

developed to 

sponsor a variety 

of educational 

programs for 
those with dis-

abilities.

Gene lost his life 

to cancer in June 

1997 at the age 

of 59 after a 

lengthy and valiant battle. Gene’s 
compassion, kind heart and listen-

ing ear will be missed by all who 

knew him.

Thank you to Wright & Fillipis for 

all their support!!!

The Summer Youth Leadership program, scheduled for July 2010, has had a change of 

dates. Family Fun Day in Lapeer is to be held on July 21st. SYL will now hold its first 

week of classes July 19th-23rd. The second week will be held July 26th-29th. Applications 

and recommendation letters to teachers will be going out this week. This year 

promises to be fun and fulfilling for those who attend. There is plenty of leadership 

potential in the student disability community and this leadership workshop will be 

able to serve 15-20 of those great students. Be looking for the program results next 

month!!  For more information contact Pam Bachman at (810) 987-9337                    

or pambachman@bwcil.org



The Blue Water Center for Independent Living is a consumer driven organization that advo-

cates, informs and supports all people with disabilities to live Independently.

Port Huron

we will be hosting a first in the 
Blue Water Area a community 

kick ball tournament.  An excit-

ing sport from nearly every-

one’s youth and nearly every-
one can participate in regard-

less of your athletic talent or 

lack there of.               If that 

The BWCIL is proud to an-
nounce a new event in our 

mission to break down barriers 

for the disabled in our commu-

nity.  The 2010 Walk and Roll 
& Kick Ball for all will take 

place August 

28th at the St. 

Clair Middle 
School.  The 

day long event 

will consist of 
a walk and roll 

fundraiser, 

which oper-

ates on the 
same premise 

of a relay for 

life event with 
participants walking    (or roll-

ing) for donations. In addition 

was not enough the St. Clair 
County Showmobile Stage will 

be on hand with entertainment 

and a raffle featuring some 

really awesome prizes.  We are 
in the beginning stages of put-

ting together 

what will become 

an annual event 
which will pro-

vide fun and 

much needed 
support for our 

disabled commu-

nity and we truly 

hope to see you 
there.  For more 

information con-

tact Scott Shine 
of the BWCIL at (810) 987-

9337 ext. 135

Walk and Roll & Kick Ball for All

facebook.com/
bwcil
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Lapeer Sanilac Tuscola Huron

1042 Griswold

Suite 2    

Port Huron, MI 48060

Phone: 

810-987-9337

Fax: 

810-987-9548

E-mail: info@bwcil.org

392 Nepessing

Lapeer, MI 

48446

Phone:

810-664-9098

Fax:

810-664-0937

103 East Sanilac

Suite 3

Sandusky, MI

48471

Phone: 

810-648-2555

Fax:

810-648-2583

1184 Cleaver 
Rd.

Caro, MI 

48723

Phone:

989-673-3678

Fax:

989-673-3678

P.O. Box 29

614 N. Port Crescent

Bad Axe, MI

48413

Phone:

989-269-5421

Fax:

989-269-5422


